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5.6 “Flexi-schooling” or “flexible school 
attendance” is an arrangement between the 
parent and the school where the child is 
registered at school and attends the school only 
part time; the rest of the time the child is home 
educated (on authorised absence from school). 
This can be a long-term arrangement or a 
short-term measure for a particular reason. 
“Flexi-schooling” is a legal option provided that 
the head teacher at the school concerned 
agrees to the arrangement. The child will be 
required to follow the National Curriculum whilst 
at school but not whilst he or she is being 
educated at home. Local authorities should 
make sure that head teachers are made familiar 
with flexi-schooling and how it may work in 
practice. 
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Approving off-site, supervised educational 
activities 

75. Only schools can approve educational 
activities and authorise the use of the “present 
at approved educational activity”.  Clearly, this 
approval is implicit where the school has been 
involved in making the arrangements.  Schools 
can approve activities arranged by others, 
including parents, if they believe the activity 
satisfies the regulatory requirements.  In 
considering any request to approve an activity, 
the school should consider  

a. the nature of the activity; 
b. the benefits to the pupil; 
c. the effect on the child’s general education; 
d. the amount of time requested; and 
e. the timing of the activity. 

Approving the activity does not imply 
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agreement to pay for it. 

4'� The pupil must be supervised whilst 
undertaking the activity by someone authorised 
to do so by the school.  When considering 
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 “...the Department has not made any changes 
and this is not set to change.  However, the 
Local Authority may decide to provide a school 
pro rata funding for the days the pupil is 
actually attending school.  It is for LAs to fund 
schools through a local formula.” 
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 “if the school considers that the formula 
delivers insufficient resource in meeting the 
needs of the school, then the governing body 
may wish to bring its views about the local 
funding formula to the attention of the authority 
or alternatively, the school representative on 
the local Schools Forum.” 
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